January 11, 2004 

The Baptism of the Lord 


Mon., Jan. 12,2004 

ISm 1:1-8 Mk 1:14-20 
Mass - 5:45 p.m. 

Office Hours - 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Tues., Jan. 13,2004 
ISm 1:9-20 Mkl::21-28 
Mass - 7:00 a.m. 

Office Hours - 900 am - 2:00 pm 

4:30 pm - Communion Service, Bob Roseland home. 

7:00 pm - Liturgy Meeting 

Wed., Jan. 14,2004 
ISm3:1-10,19-20 Mkl:29-39 
Mass - 5:45 p.m. 

Office Hours - Closed 
9:00 - 12:00 - Food Pantry 
6:00 pm - Youth Meal 
7:00 pm - Youth Formation Class 

Thurs., Jan. 15,2004 
ISm 4:1-11 Mk 1:4045 
Mass - 7:00 a.m. 

Office Hours - 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Fri., Jan. 16 2004 
1 Sm 8:4-7,10-22a Mk2:l-12 

No Mass 

Office Hours - 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Sat., Jan. 17,2004 
lSm9:14, 17-19,10:1 Mk2:13-17 
9:00 - 12:00 noon - Food Pantry 
9:00 - 10:30- Share Distribution 
4:00 - 4:30 - Reconciliation 
Mass - 5:00 p.m. 

Ministry Schedule: 

Music: Family Choir 
Euch. Min.: Body: John Osnes 
Blood: Charlie/Eileen Desmond 
Barb Scherr/Scott Sibermagel 
Lector: Jim Scherr/Judy Olson 
Servers: Andy Pitsor/Marissa Pitsor 
Sarah Cresalia 

Usher: Charlie Cresalia/Mel Pitsor 
Gift Bearers: Please Volunteer 
Bread Baker: Jo Olson (all 3 Masses) 
Sacristan: Charlie/Patty Cresalia 
Sun., Jan. 18,2004 
Is 62:1 -5 1 Cor 12:4-11 Jn2:l-ll 
Mass - 8:00 a.m. 

Ministry Schedule: 

Music: Regena's Minstrels 
Euch. Min.: Body: John Osnes 
Blood: Gary/Barb Erickson 
Kathy Amiotte/Cecilia Keller 
Lector: Joe/Bonnie Hilt 
Servers: Alyssa Hoffinan/Dane Schroeder 
Hanna Schroeder 
Usher: Stan Barber/Don Everson 
Gift Bearers: Please Volunteer 
Sacristan: Gary/Barb Erickson 
9:00 am - Coffee/Donuts 
9:15 am - Youth Formation Class 
Mass -10:30 a.m. 

Ministry Schedule: 

Music: Folk Group 
Euch. Min.: Body: John Osnes 
Blood: Brad/Mary Blauvelt 
Carol Thelen/Stephanie Strand 
Lector: Brendan/Jonette Murphy 
Servers: Austin Evans/Whitney Werdel 
Bridget Thelen 

Usher: Dorothy Tinnell/Rob Varilek 
Gift Bearers: Please Volunteer 
Sacristan: Brad/Mary Blauvelt 


Intentions: 

Sun., J an. 11 - 8:00 am - For Parishioners 

Sun., J an. 11 -10:30 am - For Repose of the souls of Hilt 

and Spilde families 

Tues., Jan. 13 - 7:00 am - For Health and Peace of 
Hericks family 

Wed., Jan. 14 - 5:45 pm - For Health and Peace of 
Hericks family 

Thurs., Jan. 15 - 7:00 am - Repose of poor souls in 
purgatory 

Sat., Jan. 17 - 5:00 pm - Repose of poor souls in 
purgatory 


FROM THE 
PASTOR’S DESK 

i 


This is National Vocation Awareness W 

eek. Celebrate 


our common vocation of Baptism. Pray for those who 
are discerning a call to live their baptismal commitment 
as brothers, sisters, priests, or deacons. (Luke 3:15-16, 
21-22) 

SPARKS FROM MARK: 

Symbols of baptism: The symbols of baptismal rite 
put into focus the primary gift of baptism -a share in 
divine life which is for us a new identity: 

Water - plunged into the baptismal waters, we are 
plunged into Christ's death; rising, we share in divine 
life. Water brings both death (to our old selves) and 
life (new life in God). 

Chrism - anointed with Chrism, we share in the 
threefold office of Christ - priest, prophet, ruler. Our 
being anointed with Chrism is a consecration of 
ourselves to conform our life to Christ's. 

White Garment - clothed in a white garment, we are 
reminded of our new, resurrected life in Christ. We 
are to live unstained until we enjoy eternal life with 
God. 

Lighted candle - enlightened by Christ, we are also to 
be the light of Christ dispelling sin and darkness in the 
world. We ourselves are manifestations that in Christ 
the light of salvation has come into the world. 

Although all of these symbols also imply the 
demand; of discipleship (water- dying to self; 

Chrism - conforming ourselves to Christ; white 
garment- living lives worthy of who we are; lighted 
caruile - overcoming the darkness of evil) they 
primarily help us understand who we become in 
baptism - members of the body of Christ sharing in 
divine identity. Moreover, greater awareness and 
appreciation of our identity eases the way for us to be 
more faithful in our discipleship. 

This weekend ends our Christmas season with the 
celebration of the Baptism of the Lord. Wow, it has 
been a fast 19 days. As we celebrate the Baptism of 
the Lord, another Epiphany, a manifestation and a 
great discovery of who Jesus in our lives, as one we 
have come to know as "God Saves”. This feast gives 
us a chance to reflect on our own Baptismal call and 
how were suppose to manifest Christ in our own lives. 
For our help here are the rich symbols of our Baptism, 
let us take some time this week to reflect on them. 


Prayer Corner: Please remember in your daily prayers: 

Rose Ann Cartney - improved health 
Trish Kostel - improved health 
Justin Judy- improved health 
Joshua Weaver - improved health 
Elaine O'Donnell - for healing 
Judi James - for healing 
Matthew Bearden - improved health 
Eric Denekamp - improved health 


Youth Formation Happenings: 

Check out the website at http://olbh.org. Click on 
News and then click on newsletter. 

Do you have an older child who has not had 
the sacraments of Baptism and/or First 
Communion? We may be starting a class to 
help these children prepare for these 
sacraments. Call Brenda at 787-5168. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Baptism Prep: 1st Sunday of each Month. Call 
787-5168 to make an appointment. 

Stewardship Committee: Meets 1st Tuesday of 
every month at 7:00 pm. 

Liturgy Committee: Meets 2nd Tuesday of 
every month at 7:00 pm. 

Pastoral Council: Meets 3rd Tuesday of every 
month at 7:00 pm. 

Men's Club: will meet every Saturday morning from 
8:00 am to 9:30 am in the Library. It will be a chance 
to pray with one another and share faith in Christ. 
Bagels and coffee provided. For more information, 
please call Mike Johnson at 716-9809 or Fr. Mark at 
787-5168. 

Some women have expressed a desire for a 
women's group in our parish. Sunday, January 18th 
at 9:15 am, women who are interested are encouraged 
to meet over coffee in the church hall (table towards 
the back of the hall) to discuss type, needs, 
expectations, ideas and time and day of the meetings, 
etc. For those of you who are interested and can not 
attend this discussion, please call either Mary (787- 
5580) or Kathy (787-6218) for your valuable input. 
Wednesday Meal: Please sign up at the table in the 
gathering area for the January - April meal schedule. 
We especially need help to get started in January. 
Adult Fellowship Group: Meets every Sunday at 
9:15 during Youth Formation Classes. All adults are 
welcome, but especially those who have kids in CCD. 
Share the faith, enjoy the fellowship! For more info. 
Call Mark at 341-6275. 

Plan on attending the Married Sweethearts 
Dinner/Dance and Miss in 2004! Mark it on your 
calendars now for Saturday, February 14th - 
Valentines Day! Spend a relaxing evening with your 
sweetie. Details to follow. 

Family Winter Party: Join us for crafts, games, 
food and fun in the church basement from 2:00 pm t o 
4:00 pm on Sunday, January 18, 2004. Please sign up 
in the gathering area. 

1st Communion Parents: There will be a meeting 
for all 1st Communion parents on Sunday, January 
25, at 9:30 am. Come and have pancakes at the boy 
scout breakfast and then meet in the TV room. 

In 2002. The Bishops' Committee on Women in 
Society and in the Church, embarked on a project to 
explore the relationship between women's spirituality 
and their employment outside the home. Father Mark 
would like the women in the parish to be a part of this 
"Women's Spirituality in the Workplace” survey and 
the resulting response of the church to these needs. 
Women who work outside the home are asked to 
attend one of our focus group survey sessions on 
January 13, 14, or 15 from 6:30- 8:30 pm in the 
church hall. Please contact Eileen Desmond at 787 - 
9151 for more information. 

Dear Parish Family: Thank you for buying 
poinsettias and Christmas Cactuses so we could get 
new playground equipment for St. Elizabeth Seton. 
Bethany, Hanna, Eh Ehresmann and Jessica Schacher. 






Women of Faith meets on Wednesdays from 9:00 
am - 11:00 am in the lower Sacristy of the Cathedral 
Hall. Babysitting is provided. The meetings are 
handicapped accessible. Jan. 7 Speaker - Theresa 
White - 'Fathers of the Church' (Cathedral Hall). Jan. 
14, 21 and 28 - Video - 'Arise From Darkness' - What 
to do when life doesn't make sense.' Feb. 4 Speaker - 
Jim Kinyon - 'Family as a Ministry’ (Cathedral Hall). 
Call Marie for more information at 343-8106. 

An anonymous member of the Diocese of Rapid 
City has established a scholarship program at the 
Catholic University of America in Washington D.C. 
The admissions scholarship will provide funding for a 
Catholic student for four years of undergraduate study 
at CUA. One scholarship will be awarded every year, 
so eventually four students from this diocese will be 
attending CUA on diocesan scholarships each year. 
This is an incredible opportunity for the high school 
students of this diocese. Applications for admission 
are available at the office and must be turned in by 
February 15, 2004. If you have any questions, you 
may contact Sharon Zeller or Robert Bickett at the 
chancery office at 605 -343-3541. 

Website Photo's If you haven't visited our website at 
http://olbh.org recently, you might want to go check 
out the new photos section. Photos have been added 
from the Live Nativity in January, the OxFam 
Banquet and 30 Hour Famine in March, Summerfest 
03's Home Mass andamp, Parish Picnic, September's 
Youth Formation Kickoff and the NCYC trip. You 
can also find copies of all the 2003 bulletins, submit 
items for the bulletin, and Ministry instructions for 
Altar Servers, Bread Bakers, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Lectors, Sacristans and Usher/Greeters. If you have 
any suggestions for the website, send an email to 
webmaster@olbh.org or call the office. 

December Website Statistics: 

1545 visits generated 12552 hits 

Most visited page - the home page, followed by the 
bulletin (210 hits), links (105), stations (97), photos 
(89), and ministry (81). 



Needed: Someone who would be willing to haul the 
Christmas trees away (landfill or drop-off area near 
Sioux Park) after January 11th. 

If you have any questions, call Joyce Williamson at 
787-7075 or at work at 355 4560 extension 219. 

Father Mark would like to express his thanks for all 
of the wonderful Christmas greetings and gifts he 
received this holiday season. 

New Year's Resolution for Married and Engaged 
Couples: Has anyone ever clearly explained WHY 
the Catholic Church prohibits unnatural forms of birth 
control? Make a new Year's resolution to learn about 
your faith and discover a natural method of family 
planning that goes beyond the physical. Short course 
starts on Saturday, January 24th. For more 
miormauon, or to register, call Les or Marge Heard at 
737-3134. 


STEWARDSHIP 


January 3 & 4, 2004 
General Collections 


*Loose- 

$802.32 

‘Envelopes- 

$3306.00 

*Votive - 

$12.80 

‘Student - 

$57.29 

Building - 

$283.00 

Solemnity of Mary - 

$2240.00 

First Offering - 

$155.00 


Christmas - $140.00 

$6,996.41 


* Amounts figured into the contribution income for the 
chart below. 

2004 Actual and Budgeted Income 


Jan. 3 & 4, 2004 

Last weekend 
$4,178.41 

Weekly Budaeted 
$4,100.00 

Year to date actual 
$4,178.41 

Year to date budaeted 
$4,100.00 


January Workshop: January 17, 2004 - Lectio 
Divina, Benedict Hall, 1:00 - 3:00 pm. Offering of 
$10.00 includes handouts and beverage cart (with 
cookies). Discussion of the practice of Lectio, which 
is prayerful reading of Scripture, and its relation to 
contemplation. Bring your Bible. Kindly register 
with Sister Marmion Howe at 343-2688, or 
srmarmion! @aol.com. 

National Vocation Awareness Week: January 11- 
16,2004. Today marks the beginning of National 
Vocation Awareness Week. As we celebrate the feast 
of the Baptism of the Lord, we are encouraged by the 
Word of God, "You are my beloved." Our Christian 
vocation empowers us to be the voice of God through 
our words and deeds. Choose to make a difference. If 
you are discerning a vocation, help is available to 
guide you. 

Un-decorating the Christmas Season: We need 
help after the 10:30 Mass on Jan. 11th to un -decorate 
for the Christmas season. Removing the lights and 
Christmas trees are the biggest chore. Any Poinsettias 
that are still alive are available to take home also. If 
you know someone in a nursing home, maybe they 
would enjoy some color during the cold of January 
and February. 

Free house plants: Our parish has been blessed with 
an abundance of plants. Because we need low- 
maintenance plants, and fewer of them, we are giving 
many of these plants away to anyone who would like 
them. The plants that are available are in the library. 
Please take as many as you would like. 

Diocesan News: 

The 2003 daily Masses for Life throughout the 
Diocese have been a great success. We are now 
scheduling our priests for the Masses for Life 2004. 
Please keep this effort in prayer. Your help with the 
approximately $2000.00 total stipends offered to the 
priests participating would be appreciated. Donatio ns 
can be sent to: Blessed Sacrament Pro-Life 
Committee, c/o Mary Mitchell, Treasurer, 113 Berry 
Pine Rd„ Rapid City, SD. 57702. 

Plan on attending the Married Sweethearts 
Dinner/Dance and Mass in 2004! Mark it on your 


calendars now for Saturday, February 14th - 
Valentines Day! Spend a relaxing evening with your 
sweetie. Details to follow. 

The Bereavement Support Group , sponsored by 
Family Life Ministries is an 8-week support group for 
anyone grieving the loss of a loved one through death. 
The support group is open to anyone in the diocese. It 
will begin on Monday, February 9, at 7:30 p.m, at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd., 
Rapid City - please come early to register. For more 
information/pre-registration call Janece Rieman, 605- 
343-5547 or Family Ministries at 605-343-3541. 

The celebration of Christmas continues as we look 
to next week's feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
Sunday, January 11, begins the observance of 
National Vocation Awareness Week. Join the parish 
community in prayer and renew your baptismal 
promises. 

On Feb. 7-9. Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary 

in Winona, MN and the Office of Vocations will host 
a College Live-In Weekend for young men who are 
juniors/seniors in high school and college aged 
students who are interested in knowing more about the 
seminary life. The Live-In schedule will include a 
tour of the campus, discussions, meals and prayer with 
the college seminarians, attendance at classes, and 
time for swimming and recreation. There is no 
charge for the weekend. We will leave on Feb. 6th 
and return on Feb 9th. For further information, please 
contact Fr. Brian Christensen, Director of Vocations 
at 605 484-8940 or Godscall@diorc.org. 

For The Ride Home 
Baptism of the Lord 
January 11,2004 

Scripture 

"I formed you, and set you as a covenant of the 
people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the 
blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, and 
from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. (Isaiah 
42:6,7) 

"When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 
and you renew the face of the earth. (Psalm 104:30) 
"When the kindness and generous love of God our 
savior appeared, not because of any righteous deeds 
we had done but because of his mercy, he saved us 
through the bath of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit, (Titus 3:4,5) 

"He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
(Luke 3:16b) 

"After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, heaven was 
opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form like a dove. (Luke 3:21,22a) 

Reflection 

"Did you do anything to merit your salvation? 

"Who are the "prisoners .. ..who live in darkness?" 
"Are these same prisoner the ones "who renew the 
face of the earth?” 

"How does this come about? Is it "the bath of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit?” 

My chief care should not be to find pleasure or 
success, health or life or money or rest or even things 
like virtue or wisdom - still less their opposites, pain, 
failure, sickness, death. But in all that happens, my 
one desire and my one joy should be to know: "Here 
is the thing that God has willed for me. In this His 
love is found, and in accepting this I can give back 
His love to Him and give myself with it to Him. For 
in giving myself I shall find Him and He is life 
everlasting." (Thomas Merton, New Seeds of 
Contemplation, p 17) 








